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greater part of the basin of the Amazon is in the lowland, but that the beginnings of the main stream and of its tributaries are in the mountains. The part of the basin in the mountains seems very small, if compared with the part in the lowlands; but it is really very large, as may be seen by measuring its length by means of the scale on the map.
The western highland of South America is called the Andes. It runs north and south through the continent from the Isthmus of Panama to Cape Horn. Towards the southern end the range gets lower and lower and much closer to the sea, and in the far south it rises steeply from the shore. The passes are. at a great height, some of them at 15,000 feet, and the journey across the mountains is everywhere difficult and dangerous. Often there is no proper road, not even a mule-track.
Up the side of the mountains we get the usual belts of different lands of plants according to the height. If we begin the ascent somewhere near the equator, we first pass through forest so dense that.we can see only a little way into it. In these forests grow bananas, india-rubber, cocoa, and palm trees. Farther up the air is cooler, and tobacco, cotton, and maize are grown. Higher still it is cool enough to grow wheat and most European fruits and vegetables. Then it becomes too cold for farming, though there is a good deal